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Abstract 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengembangkan Big Book berbasis karakter sebagai media 
pengajaran bahasa Inggris siswa kelas dua SD di SD Laboratorium UNDIKSHA Singaraja. 
Subjek penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas dua SD Laboratorium UNDIKSHA Singaraja. Data 
diperoleh dengan menggunakan beberapa instrumen penelitian, seperti lembar observasi, 
pedoman wawancara, kuesioner guru, kuesioner siswa, dan rubrik. Model desain Sugiyono 
(2011) digunakan sebagai prosedur penelitian saat ini. Data yang diperoleh dianalisis secara 
kuantitatif maupun kualitatif. Data dianalisis dengan menggunakan persentase frekuensi, 
kemudian dijelaskan secara kualitatif. Dari hasil tersebut, media baru dikembangkan, dinilai 
oleh para ahli, direvisi, dicoba, dianalisis dan dikategorikan ke skala rating tertentu. Dari hasil 
buku besar yang dikembangkan adalah "Get Dressed", "Days of the week", "Greeting", "Little 
Dog" Doggy ". Buku besar itu bisa digunakan secara efektif di sekolah dan media yang 
dikembangkan dikategorikan sebagai media yang sangat baik. 
 

Kata kunci: pendidikan karakter, big book, pegembangan media, pembelajaran usia dini. 
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Abstract 

This study aimed at developing character based Big Book as a media for literacy program at 

second grade students of elementary school in SD Laboratorium UNDIKSHA Singaraja.the 

subject of this study was second grade students in SD Laboratorium UNDIKSHA Singaraja. 

The data were gained by using some research instrument, namely observation sheet, 

interview guide, teacher questionnaire, students’ questionnaire, and rubric. Sugiyono (2011) 

design model was employed as the present research procedure. The data obtain were 

analyzed quantitatively as well as qualitatively. The data were analyzed by using percentage 

of frequency, then, described qualitatively. From the result, the new media were developed, 

judged by the experts, revised, tried out, analyzed and categorized to certain rating scale. 

From the result, the big books developed are entitled “Get Dressed”, “Days of the week”, 

“Greeting”, “Little dog “Doggy”. The big book could be used effectively in schools and the 

media developed were categorized as excellent media. 

Keywords: character education, big book, media development, teaching young learners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INTRODUCTION 
Moral degradation is one of problem 

faced in Indonesia especially in education 
field. In this case, Anita (2015) stated the 
agents of education such as family and 
school play an important role in ensuring 
whether the moral values are passed or not 
to the child when they interact with them. As 
the problem stated, character education 
should be applied from the early age in 
order to give good perspectives toward the 
moral value given to the children. It is stated 
that the character education in the early age 
will determine someone’s character in the 
future. Furthermore, Battistich (2005) states 
that character is a realization intellectual 
development, social, attitude and emotional. 
There are some characters building that 
should be developed related to the moral 
degradation, such as discipline, dishonest, 
free sex, and drugs abuse. 

The core of character education has 
reflected in the purpose of national 
education, which can be found in UU no. 20 
on 2003, it is said that national education 
has function in order to develop student’s 
ability and to build a good character. This 
constitution also confirms that the purposes 
of national education are to create an 
educated generation which has devout, 
independence and good attitude. Related to 
the character, the value of character 
education can be developed through 
literacy activity. Literacy is an ability to read 
and write and it has a knowledge that 
related to a specific subject. Further, 
Richmond et al. (2008) argues that literacy 
involves a continuum of learning in enabling 
individuals to achieve his or her goals, 
develop his or her knowledge and potential 
and participate fully in community and wider 
society. 

In this era, literacy is not only about 
the ability to read and write. In line with this 
statement, Winch et al (2006) stated that 
literacy is ability to create and share an idea 
by arranging and interpreting texts. 
Furthermore, they explained that literacy 
forms an understanding between text and 
context and also involve speaking, listening 
and thinking ability. The texts which are 
intended can be in the form of oral or 
written, containing graphic elements such 
as picture, map or even a table. Further, 

Cooper and Kiger (2003) states that the text 
which is given to students focus to some 
communication aspects which involves 
listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
From those statements, it can be concluded 
that the purpose of literacy is to build the 
meaning of what have listened and read by 
the students, in the form of oral as well as 
written. 

But in reality, student’s interest to 
read is low. It can be seen from a survey 
which done by UNESCO 2016 (United 
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization). From survey toward 61 
countries, Indonesia was in sequence of 60, 
with the result 0,001%. It can be said that 
student’s interest to read especially in 
Indonesia is lowest rather than other 
countries. By this case, government as well 
as school has to develop an activity which 
involves students to increase their reading 
interest. School as a big role in order to 
prepare tool and infrastructure for students 
must supply the media needed. 
Furthermore an activity such as literacy 
program is needed as a place for students 
to increase their reading interest. 

The government, especially ministries 
of education and culture try to raise the 
student interest to read and character 
education by forming an activity which 
called Gerakan Literasi Sekolah. Faizah et 
al (2016) stated that Gerakan Literasi 
Sekolah is a solution which done to make 
school as an education organization where 
the member of the organization can obtain 
a good understanding about literacy. This 
organization has a purpose to make the 
students have a good reading and writing 
behavior. Literacy program will be applied in 
elementary school, Junior High School, and 
Senior High School. Literacy program 
aimed to make the student have a good 
understanding about the value of the good 
character. The activity that will be occurred 
in literacy program is the activity in which 
students read a book about fifteen minutes 
before entering to the main material of the 
subject matter. Saracho and Spodek (2010)  
studies involving storybook reading and 
confirmed a positive effect of story book 
reading on emergent literacy. In this case, 
read a story book together with the children 



can impact positive side for their ability in 
literacy. Children’s book plays an important 
role in children’s literacy development 
because they offer opportunities to expand 
children’s awareness beyond their own 
places, to see reflections of themselves, 
their own culture and experiences, and 
invite them to build bridges to cultures 
unlike their own (Botelho & Rudman in 
Semingson 2015). 

The implementation of literacy 
program has to be supported by the 
availability of good books in school. In this 
case, big book is one of effective media that 
can be used in implementing literacy 
program. According to Hall and O’Connor 
(2006), big book is a story book that is 
designed in a large size with a big font 
which includes an interesting illustration that 
are highly visible to the learner as their 
teachers read it to the entire class, so the 
students are easily to see the book. Big 
book can be used to enrich the media for 
children that promote reading and meet 
curriculum objectives such as activating 
prior knowledge, modeling the thinking 
process, tracking print, encouraging 
prediction skills, and providing varied 
linguistics and creative activities. The using 
of big book as a media focus on the 
teacher, in which teacher reads a big book 
in the classroom, in the whole group as well 
as a small group. Then this activity followed 
by inviting students to participate more. 
There are some of the advantages by using 
big book in the classroom, those are 1) 
school does not need to supply so many 
books because the big book can be used 
together, 2) a book can be finished to read 
once so that literacy program for 15 minutes 
can be done maximally, 3) the big book is 
provided an attractive illustration, thus 
students are interested to read, 4) the 
content provided can be used practically. 

Research about big book has 
conducted on 2015 by Kiromi. The research 
was aimed at developing teaching media in 
the form of big book in order to build 
character education on children, and to 
know the different attitude before and after 
the big book applied as a media. The result 
of this book is reasonable to be used, 
further, big book as a media has a 

significant effect toward children’s 

character.  
 

RESEARCH METHOD 
This research is development 

research (Research and Development). The 
development model that is used in this 
research is Research and Development 
model by Sugiyono (2011). According to 
Sugiyono (2011), there are ten procedures 
of developing a product. But in this 
research, the procedures used only seven 
procedures. Those procedures are 1) 
identifying potency and problem, 2) 
collecting data, 3) developing design, 4) 
validating design product, 5) revising design 
product, 6) conducting field test, and 7) 
revising product.  

The subject of this research is the 
teacher of second grade in SD 
Laboratorium Undiksha Singaraja in the 
even semester of academic year 
2017/2018. While the object of this research 
is the character based big book as a media 
for teaching English. 

 

FINDINGS 
The development of character based 

big book as a media for teaching English at 
second grade students of SD Lab 
UNDIKSHA Singaraja was done by 
conducting seven procedures based on 
research and development model by 
Sugiyono 2011. The first procedure of 
developing media was identifying potency 
and product. In this procedure the 
instruments used were interview guide and 
questionnaire.  In this case the 
questionnaire was distributed to the 
students, while the interview was given to 
the teacher. It was found that 71,87% used 
board very often as media by the teacher in 
teaching English. By this case, it was 
needed to conduct a research to develop 
new kind of media in the form of character 
based big book.  
 The second procedure of this 
research was collecting data. In collecting 
the data, there are two steps which are 
done by the researcher; those are syllabus 
analysis and library research. From the 
syllabus analysis it was found that theme of 



syllabus namely clothes, days of week, 
greetings, and animals are need to be 
developed as character based big book. 
The third procedure was designing product. 
After the researcher found the themes for 
the book, the big books were designed. 
Before designing the draft of Big Book as 

the media, a blue print was designed for 
each theme. After designing the blue print, 
then the researcher made draft of the Big 
Book in order to get the prototype of the Big 
Book.  

Table 1 Blue print of Designing the Story 

Unit/ Tema Title 
Character 

Education 
Story 

Clothes Get Dressed Discipline, 

friendly, 

responsibility 

The boy tells about 

his daily routine 

before going to 

school. He wears his 

uniform completely 

before going to 

school. 

Days of Week Days of the 

Week 

Discipline, 

hardworking, 

responsibility, 

independent 

The boy tells his 

activities in a whole 

week. He tells his 

activities from 

Sunday to Saturday. 

 

Greeting Hello Good 

Morning 

Friendly, 

independence, 

discipline 

Before going to 

school Tony greets 

his family’s member, 

and he does not forget 

to say good bye to his 

parents. In the school 

he gets new friend her 

name is Lia. 

Animal  Little dog 

“Doggy” 

Friendly, 

responsibility 

Doggy likes to play, 

he likes to chase the 

butterfly and cat in 

the garden. Until 

Doggy runs to the 

mud and being dirty. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Then, the next step was making the 
illustration. It was done after developing the 
draft of the story. In making the illustration, 
the researcher was helped by I Komang 
Marta Wira Miharja, S.Pd. The illustrations 
that made by the illustrator were based on 
the story drafts developed. The last step in 
designing the product was making layout of 
the character based big book. In making the 
layout, it was done by editing the 
illustrations and inputting the text of the 
story on the illustrations. After designing the 
product, validating design product was 
conducted. In this case, the validation of the 
product was done by two expert judges; the 
first expert judge was Prof. Dr. Putu Kerti 
Nitiasih, M.A. and the second expert judge 
was Ni Wayan Surya Mahayanti, S.Pd., 
M.Pd. The rubric that given to the expert 
judges was divided into three components 
based on the theme used in the syllabus, 
the criteria of good big book by Karges-
Bones, and the character education by 
Kemendiknas. Based on the result of expert 
judges, it was found that the character 
based big book was categorized as 
excellent media.  

After being validated by the expert 
judges, the next procedure was revising 
design product. The purpose of this 
procedure was to revise the product based 
on the suggestions and the rubric filled by 
the expert judges. The revisions of design 
product were done in term of grammar, 
diction, context, illustrations, and 
mechanism. The next procedure was trying-
out product. This procedure was conducted 
as an implementation of the use of 
character based big book in teaching 
English at fourth grade students at SD Lab 
UNDIKSHA Singaraja. There were three 
instruments used in this procedure, namely 
observation sheet, items of students’’ 
questionnaire, and item of teacher’s 
questionnaire. Based on the result of 
questionnaire of thirty-two students, it was 
found that 84,37% felt very happy to learn 
English by using big book. In addition, 
based on the result filled by the teacher, the 
big book developed had met all criteria of 
good big book. From ten items of questions, 
it was found that four questions were 
categorized as very appropriate; six 
questions were categorized as appropriate 

enough. According to the result of the 
teacher’s questionnaire, it can be said that 
the big book developed were categorized 
as appropriate enough based on the criteria 
of good big book.  

The last procedure of this research 
was revising product. Based on the result of 
the previous procedure, there was no 
revision of the content of character based 
big book. It showed that the media of 
character based big book had met all of the 
criteria as good media in teaching English 
at second grade students of SD Lab 
UNDIKSHA Singaraja.  

For finding the quality of character 
based big book, the result of expert judges 
and teacher’s questionnaire during trying-
out the product were used. From the rubric 
of both expert judges and the teacher’s 
questionnaire consisted of three 
components, namely the theme used in the 
syllabus, the criteria of good big book, and 
the character education inserted in the big 
book. The result of analyzing both rubric 
expert judgments and the teacher’s 
questionnaire were categorized into the 
following rating scales, namely excellent 
media, good media, average media, below 
media, and poor media.  

Based on those items of question, it 
was found that the total maximum score 
was 130 and the total minimum score was 
26. From those score, the result of Mi and 
Sdi were found that was 78 for Mi and 26 
for Sdi. After finding the result of Mi and 
Sdi, the next step was inputting the result of 
Mi and Sdi into the formula to find the 
criteria of the media. The criteria of quality 
of the media was divided into five criteria 
namely excellent, good, average, below 
average, and poor media. 

From the result of rubric filled by the 
first expert judge, it was found that the total 
score of all items was 130 which were 
belonged to excellent media; meanwhile, 
the total score of all items based on the 
rubric filled by the second expert judge was 
128 which categorized as excellent media. 
Based on the questionnaire fulfilled by the 
teacher, the result of the questionnaire 
during trying-out was 116 which categorized 
as good media. It could be concluded that 
the quality of big book developed based on 



the result of expert judgment and teacher’s 
questionnaire during trying-out were 
categorized as excellent media.  

DISCUSSION 

This research was aimed at 
developing the character based big book as 
a media in teaching English for second 
grade students of elementary school at SD 
Lab UNDIKSHA Singaraja, to know the 
character education that should be inserted 
in the big books inserted and to know the 
quality of the media. The media was 
developed based on the syllabus used at 
SD Lab UNDIKSHA Singaraja, character 
education based on Kemendiknas as cited 
in Hadi (2015) and the criteria of good big 
book (Karges-Bone as cited in Hall & 
O’Connor, 2006). 

 In collecting the data, syllabus 
analysis and library research was 
conducted by the researcher. The syllabus 
analysis was filled by the teacher to know 
the theme needed to be developed as big 
book. Further, library research was used as 
guidance in developing the big book which 
consisted of supported theories related to 
the big book developed. From the library 
research, it was decided to design a big 
book in form of print out book of character 
based big book. Designing product was 
done by designing the blueprint and the 
draft of character based big book. The 
blueprint consisted of the idea of the story 
developed and the kind of character 
education that inserted in each big book. 
Then, the blueprint was developed into draft 
of big book which consisted of the story, the 
illustration and the layout of the big book. In 
creating the story, the big book developed 
consisted of 11 up to 14 pages and had 
interesting storyline. It was in accordance 
with Karges-Bone as cited in Hall & 
O‘Connor (2006) who stated that the criteria 
of good big book was consisted of 10-15 
pages. The illustrations of the big book 
developed were also big and visible to the 
entire class (Hall & O‘Connor, 2006). 
 After designing the product, the big 
book had validated by two expert judges. 
The rubric consisted of three components 
that were used as guidance by the 
researcher. Those components were 

adapted from syllabus used at SD Lab 
UNDIKSHA Singaraja, the criteria of good 
big book proposed by Karges-Bone as cited 
in Hall & O‘Connor (2006), and the 
character education (Kemendiknas as cited 
in Hadi, 2015). Moreover, there were some 
comments and suggestion given by the 
judges in order to make the big book 
developed better. The process of trying-out 
the product was conducted after revising 
design product. In trying-out, observation 
sheet, items of students‘and teacher‘s 
questionnaire were used in order to find out 
the response of the students and the 
teacher toward the use of the media big 
book. 
 From the result of the expert judges, 
it was found the quality of the big book. In 
this case, expert judge’s questionnaire and 
teacher’s questionnaire was used during 
trying-out product. It could be concluded 
that the quality of the big book developed 
was categorized as excellent media. In 
addition, the strengths and weaknesses of 
the book also added by the expert judges 
as well as the teacher. It was found the 
strengths of the book, such as 1) the big 
book developed could attract students’ 
attention, 2) big book could increase 
students’ motivation in learning English, and 
3) big book could make students learn 
about character education and English in 
interesting way. On the other hand, the 
weaknesses of the book developed were 
the big book was not appropriate to be 
implemented in a big class. It was less 
effective to be used, by this case; the 
teacher needs to divide the class into small 
group, thus the use of big book as media 
can be implemented effectively. 
 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

Based on the data analysis which 
was investigated in chapter four, it could be 
concluded that there were four kinds of 
character based big book that developed as 
a media for teaching English at second 
grade students of SD Lab UNDIKSHA 
Singaraja. The books developed with theme 
clothes, days of the week, greetings, and 
animals. The size of the big book was about 
11 to 17 inches tall. The paper used was 



A3, in which each big book was consisted 
of eleven up to fourteen pages with 
interesting and simple storyline. The big 
book had big size as well as big texts and 
illustrations. In addition, the book also 
consisted of character education that could 
be learnt by the students during reading 
story from the big book. 

From the result of the both expert 
judgment and the teacher’s questionnaire 
during trying-out the product, it was found 
that the big book was categorized as 
excellent media. It can be concluded that 
the character education based big book is 
proper to be used as a media for teaching 
English at second grade students at SD Lab 
UNDIKSHA Singaraja.  

The result of this research was 
expected to be beneficial for any 
educational elements. Based on the 
research conducted, there are some 
suggestions that can be given as follows. 

1 For Students 
It is suggested for the students to use big 
book in learning English since it can help 
students to learn English in a fun way, but 
unconsciously the students will also learn 
about character education from the big 
book. 
 
2 For Teacher 
The teachers are suggested to use big book 
as a media in teaching English. By this 
case, teacher can raise and increase 
students’ participation in learning process in 
order to create fun and meaningful 
atmosphere of learning process. 
 
 
3 For Other Researchers 
This research is also suggested for the 
other researchers, in which the product of 
this study was still prototype media thus it is 
suggested to continue this research by 
conducting field test of this product in other 
schools. In addition, this research can be 
used as the comparison and empirical 
review in doing further study. 
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